Immunohistochemical study of a dopaminergic system in the spinal cord of the ray, Raja radiata.
Using a specific antibody we have demonstrated the presence of an intrinsic dopamine (DA)-containing system in the spinal cord of a cartilaginous fish. The DA neurons are distributed throughout the spinal cord in the subependymal layer that surrounds the central canal. These cells extend a thick process into the canal and thinner neurites throughout the gray matter; they resemble the liquor-contacting neurons reported for a range of vertebrates.